State Emergency Food Assistance:
Get with the Program
Help Fight Hunger Throughout California—Fund SEFAP at $5 million!
Need in California
Millions of Californians face food insecurity every day, and food banks provide critical assistance to this population. Several
of California’s peer states already make significant investments in their food banks, and California can better serve people
in need of food by increasing support in our emergency food network. After years without a state funding mechanism for
food banks in California, the State Emergency Food Assistance Program (SEFAP) was established in 2011. SEFAP has been
temporarily funded at $1 million since 2013-2014, but food banks need permanent support to keep up with needs for food
assistance among low-income families. Food banks throughout the state are experiencing particularly high demand,
complicated by the impacts from the state’s most severe drought emergency in decades.
Increasing SEFAP funding to $5 million in 2015-2016 is vital to help reduce hunger.
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Supporting Local Economies and California Agriculture
In addition to providing healthy food to struggling Californians who need it most, increasing SEFAP funding also helps
stimulate local economies and California agriculture. SEFAP funding helps provide food for families in need, and these
families are better able to spend precious dollars on non-food items as a result, thus increasing economic activity to
communities. Moreover, funds appropriated to SEFAP are required to be spent on purchasing and distributing food grown
or produced in California, to the benefit of our agricultural and food sectors.
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